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NEWSLETTER No 1                                                                                                      FEBRUARY 2009   

Around 12th January a planning notice appeared on a lamp post on Farewell Lane proposing the building of 377 houses on the land fronted by Farewell Lane and Lichfield Road. Also at that time an anonymous phantom posted slips through local letter boxes, informing people of the forthcoming District Town Council Meeting which would discuss possible development in the area. In addition to the Farewell Lane plans, this identified possible development of the land to the north of Church Road towards Chorley. Aghast at such proposals, a group of Farewell Lane residents invited neighbours from Church Farm Estate, Lichfield Road and Church Road to attend a meeting at St. Matthews Social Club on 20th January (many thanks for their hospitality and for making a room available at such short notice).

Over 60 residents attended the meeting and were unanimous in deciding that these plans should be opposed.  Copies of a letter of objection to the Farewell Lane plans were presented to the meeting and, in addition to those present signing them, a sub group was formed to distribute them to other residents of the area. Volunteers offered to write more general letters objecting to any development on surrounding green belt land. A committee was then set up to coordinate plans for a sustained campaign. The name East Burntwood Residents Association was chosen.

Then over the next 10 days:

· 2000+ letters were sent to the Planning Officer at Lichfield District Council. Many thanks to those who knocked on all those doors and gained so many signatures. Thanks also to those of you who returned letters individually.

· Committee members met with Lichfield District councillors, Burntwood Town councillors and representatives of the Burntwood and Hammerwich Action Group to forge working relationships.

· A committee meeting was held to assess progress, plan further action and prepare our presentation to the Burntwood Town Council Meeting. It was decided that, because of legal reasons we would have to change our name to Burntwood Action Group (BAG).

· BAG was registered with the Planning Department.

· A BAG website (www.burntwoodactiongroup.co.uk) was constructed to keep interested parties informed and allow them to register support and be put on our mailing list for future newletters. For those of us that do not have computers or access to one, if you wish to kept informed of progress please complete the enclosed slip and return it to the address provided.

· Links with the local press were developed.
Extracts from Report of Burntwood Town Council Meeting at the library, Sankeys Corner, Burntwood on 27th January 2009 (full version on website or by request).

The sole purpose of the meeting was for Burntwood Town Council to finalise its response to the proposals in the Preferred Option of Lichfield District Council’s Core Strategy in the Local Development Framework. That preferred option proposes the building of 750 new homes on green belt land on the south and southeast edges of Burntwood. Approximately 150 resident packed the library. Mr Michael Bate, our representative, made the following points:

Of the 4 options which we understand to have been considered prior to choosing the Preferred Option, the one which proposed a new settlement on mainly Brownfield land near Fradley we consider a much more worthy option. “A Focus for Burntwood.” on Lichfield District Council’s website states: "Our vision is that by 2021 Burntwood will be a sustainable town with a high quality, greener environment and with improved shopping and leisure facilities.” Obliterating our green belt does not sit well with those intentions. 

Infrastructure
Burntwood already has a significant number of recently built houses, which have increased population, traffic, pressure on resources and biodiversity in the area.

The present road system is already very congested at peak times, with residents struggling to get into and out of Burntwood. Many more homes will take traffic beyond saturation point and slowly moving traffic will add greatly to pollution. “Rat runs” on inadequate country roads will become an even greater problem. The large numbers of walkers, dog owners and horse riders who access to the area will be severely affected.

We understand that the disposal of sewage and household waste from the area is already a problem, which will be exacerbated.

Amenities

In our view the introduction of almost 1000 new families to the area will push the already inadequate facilities beyond breaking point. The Council will be aware that there are already insufficient of the following to meet existing needs:

a)   Schools: Fulfen School is already over subscribed.  Children will have to travel further to school, worsening the existing the problem of congestion and safety.

b)   Medical facilities: There are already insufficient GPs and dentists in the area. Residents have to travel far to reach local hospitals. The replacing of our cottage hospital with housing has greatly exacerbated the situation.

c)   Leisure facilities: Other than Burntwood Leisure Centre there is almost nothing. Proposals for the improvement of Burntwood Town Centre appear to be on hold.

d)   Public transport: This has become increasingly patchy and sporadic.

e)   Police: The local police station in Chasetown is not manned full time and emergency calls are often dealt with from Stafford.

f)    Fire and ambulance/ paramedic services: None of these are permanently based in Burntwood.

g)   Parking: This is inadequate and roadside parking leads to congestion in many of Burntwood’s streets and roads. This also poses a serious safety problem.

Councillor Bill Hassell was then asked to present the Council’s Sub-Committee’s response to Lichfield District Council’s Preferred Option, which mirrored almost exactly the points made by Michael Bate. His report proposed that Burntwood Town Council reject the Preferred Option and asked Lichfield District Council to reconsider its previous plans for a major settlement near Fradley. A number of councillors spoke in support of this proposal and after a few minor amendments it was passed unanimously. This was greeted by tremendous applause.

Fighting fund donations/Fund Raising

Due to the overwhelming support we have made a great start.  Let us not underestimate what we still have to do to stop this development.  

So far the supporters of the group have financed all these activities themselves, any suggestions for future fund raising other than donations would be greatly appreciated. A Fighting Fund is required.

Our next MAJOR HURDLE is on 18th March, we are currently preparing for this meeting, details will be provided in due course. ALL ARE INVITED.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.burntwoodactiongroup.co.uk 
 Tear off  …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Please complete the following and return to 37 Farewell Lane, Burntwood. 
	Name:                                                                                                                   Tel. No.

	Address:                                                                                                                Postcode:

	Please Register me as a supporter of The Burntwood Action Group
	Yes
	No

	Please keep me informed by hand delivery of newsletter
	Yes
	No

	I am willing to help please contact me
	Yes
	No

	I would like to purchase a small  / large poster
	Yes
	No

	I am willing to donate please contact me
	Yes
	No




