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Date ……………..

Dear Sirs,

Re. Application to build 377 houses on 16.4ha of farm land fronting Lichfield Road and Farewell Lane, Burntwood. 

I am writing to object to this proposal.  

The reasons for my opposition this opposition includes;
The land alongside Farwell Lane is Green Belt and forms a natural start and end to the Burntwood conurbation. If the Farewell Lane land is developed then it is very likely that pressure to build infill on land adjoining this development would then follow. I support the Green belt legislation and the reasons why it was created and believe it is now more important than ever to protect it.
The impact on wildlife and the local environment particularly with regard to the loss of hedge rows, mature trees, bird and mammals including owls, sky larks, birds of prey, partridge, finches, bats, hedgehogs, hares, toads and badgers, which can be found in this area.
The East Burntwood area has already had significant numbers of new houses both on the old Burntwood First School, Hunslet Road and the St Mathews development, which have increased population, traffic and pressure on resources. 

A very important concern is the effect this development will have on an already congested local road system, again recently aggravated following the extensive St Mathews development. Queuing and blockages are already evident at most peak times and any parking or deliveries on the frontage of houses on either side of Farewell Lane causes tailbacks and increase the risk of accidents. Anyone travelling on the main trunk highway to or from Burntwood would have to give way to traffic entering and leaving the estate on the Lichfield road. Anyone turning right into the estate off Farewell Lane would hold up traffic which at peak time, cause back ups to and beyond the traffic lights. This congestion would cause more traffic to divert onto the narrow Woodhouses Lane and back along the “closed” Abnalls lane as a cut through.
The proposed development fronts on to several bus routes, stops and stage halts including school drop off points, which already causes blockages when the bus has to stop. The church at the end of Farewell lane, which has no parking, also attracts large numbers of on street parking at funerals during the week, weddings on Saturdays and services on Sunday. All these traffic considerations reflect the fact the proposal has not given any concern to the realities of the site.
East Burntwood lacks the local Infrastructure and facilities to cope with this increase in population. The local Fulfen School is already at capacity, which would mean families having to drive to other schools, thereby further increasing the traffic at peak times. The local hospital facilities have also been recently reduced due to the closure of the cottage hospital.
The loss of this farmland adjacent to three public footpaths and within walking distance of the existing estates, provides a now rare opportunity to walk, jog or ride in farm land, without trespass/or need to drive and park. This type of outdoor activity is now being encouraged by the government to help reduce levels of obesity, so rare sites like this need to be protected.  
Signed 

