Burntwood Action Group asks Town Councillors for continued vigilance and support in Green Belt campaign
Following the public consultation in April on Lichfield District Council’s Local Development Framework and faced with overwhelming objection, from Burntwood and Hammerwich residents, to housing development on green field sites, Council Planners suggested that it should be possible to contain projected housing needs in Burntwood and Hammerwich to previously developed land. It now appears that development on one of these major ‘brownfield’ sites is in question and there is a serious possibility of planners reverting to the use of green belt.
Burntwood Action Group (BAG) was invited to voice its concerns to the Town Council Meeting on Thursday 17th September and its spokesperson, Michael Bate addressed the Meeting (transcript attached). The main points are set out below.
1. The report is on behalf of BAG and Burntwood & Hammerwich Action Group (BHAG) who are now working very closely together.

2. Due to constitutional concerns BAG has severed all connections with Lichfield District Residents Alliance and in no way supports the recent letter sent by the Chairman of the Alliance to Lichfield District Councillors.

3. If the number of new homes is limited to approximately 700, as identified in the draft Core Strategy to be required by 2026, the Action Groups do not oppose the construction of new and affordable housing in Burntwood and Hammerwich. However, this housing should be accommodated on previously developed sites without encroaching on green field land.
4. BAG & BHAG supports Lichfield District Council’s endeavour to make the previously developed land opposite Morrison’s supermarket and owned by LCP available for a significant proportion of the 700 new homes.

5. The Action Groups have learned recently that a desktop study commissioned as part of the Local Development Framework produced a draft Ecological Survey of the area which suggested that this particular site may contain species of “Biological Interest.” The lack of use of this land may have led to the migration of plant and animal species from neighbouring land.

6. If this survey is given the credibility to make the site unavailable for housing then the threat of housing on valuable agricultural land returns.
7. LCP has offered, at its own expense, to sensitively and professionally re-locate any identified flora and fauna to suitable sites.
8. Both LCP and Lichfield DC are now commissioning detailed physical eco-surveys and it is hoped that planners will wait for their results before finalising plans for Burntwood.

9. As draft proposals for Burntwood and Hammerwich only required 38 new homes per year until 2026 the Town Council was urged to work with the Action Groups to resist any future proposals for large scale housing on green field sites.
